
The Earth Collection
Stains & Oils
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Created in-house by the Mylands technical team, the Earth 
Oil collection is a blend of traditional and modern techniques 
of timber aging, and wood character enhancement. The 
concept originates from Myland’s vast knowledge of antique 
restoration, flooring finishes, decorative paints for Interiors, 
film, television and theatre.

The selection is highly influenced by high-end interior 
designers and architects. Earth Oil is based on natural 
oils and waxes, with natural look and feel. It is resistant 
to drinks, beverages and household liquids. Suitable for 
all solid wood floorings, block, strip and plank applications.

For extra protection and durability you may apply one 
coat of Earth Oil Overlay over the coloured Earth Oils.

Earth Oils

Pale Slate
09 799 3878

Silver Grey (Acrylic Base)
09 779 8100

Burnt Earth
09 799 3873

Wenge 
09 799 3881

Natural
09 799 3870

Crushed Marble
09 799 3874

Castanea
09 799 3880

Earth Sienna
09 799 3879
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Application

Ensure all areas to be coated 
are well ventilated before and 
after use. Always test on a 
small area prior to application 
for colour approval. Apply 
with a brush removing 
excess with a rag within 
a few minutes.

Apply the Earth Oil 
Overlay 24 hours after 
your application of Earth 
Oil (recommended with 
Crushed Marble). Then 
allow an additional 24 hours 
before carefully replacing 
the furniture.

Maintenance

Vacuum clean or wipe with 
damp cloth or mop. Do not 
over-wet the floor. If after 
a period of time, the floor 
starts to show signs of wear, 
a further coat of Earth Oil 
can be applied.

Sizes: 1L, 2.5L, 5L.

Coverage

8–12 m² per litre dependent 
upon surface and application.

Drying Time

4–6 hours between coats 
at normal room temperature.

Drying times will be extended 
under conditions of low 
temperature or high humidity.

Cleaning Equipment

White spirit. For Silver 
Grey please use water.

ITEM SIZE CODE

Earth Oil Overlay 1L & 2.5L  09 779 8150

Hardwax



Earth Oil Creative Mix

1 Coat of Black Basalt 
(Earth Stain)

1 Coat of Crushed Marble

1 Coat of Earth Sienna
1 Coat of Crushed Marble

1 Coat of Acrylic Silver
1 Coat of Wenge

Other creative effects can be achieved by overlaying 
two different colours of Earth Oil.

EARTH OIL FLOOR PREPARATION

New Timber

New timber should be sanded to make sure the surface 
is totally flat and free from contamination. Make sure 
the timber is at the correct moisture content and the 
flooring is left in the room to adjust to the temperature. 
Start the sanding process and use the sand dust mixed 
with Mylands Joint Filler to fill any cracks or holes. Finish 
using 80 grade abrasive paper on oak to keep the natural 
grain of the timber open to show the colour contrast of 
the Earth Oils. Vacuum the floor between each sanding 
operation; make sure the floor is thoroughly clean before 
the first coat of Mylands Earth Oil has been applied. 

Previously Lacquered or Oiled Floors

To use Earth Oil on a previously coated floor, 
mechanically sand the floor through the grades 
of abrasive paper to 80 grade, before applying 
Earth Oils. Ensure the surface is clean and dry 
and remove all sanding dust.

Previously Earth Oiled Floors

To apply more Earth Oil to a floor, lightly abrade the 
surface, using 180-240 abrasive and re-apply Mylands 
Earth Oil in a Colour or Natural. Previously oiled floors 
that have been over coated with Earth Oil Overlay, over 
the original Earth Oil colour, make sure to abrade back 
to the Earth Oil colour before re-applying. Apply more 
of the same coloured Earth Oil and wipe the excess 
away. If in doubt sand the surface back to the bare 
timber and treat as a new floor. 

Earth Oil Overlay is designed as a colourless, 
hardwearing, protective layer, to reduce scuffing, 
to light coloured Earth Oils such as Crushed Marble.
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1 Coat of Crushed Marble
1 Coat of Castanea

1 Coat of Wenge
1 Coat of Crushed Marble



At Mylands we keep samples of hundreds of stains 
specially made to the specification of London’s finest 
hardwood flooring and bespoke joinery manufacturers. 
Mylands Earth Collection represents the most popular 
colours selected by interior designers and architects 
in recent times.

Our new current selection of wood stain shades are 
based on natural earth pigments and dyes. The selection 
of colours is inspired by many of the natural materials 
we use in our production processes and wood from 
all over the world. We aim to nurture wood’s intrinsic 
beauty giving it a natural, distressed or smooth texture 
according to your preferred finish.

Earth Stains
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Brazil Wood
86 066 4009

Black Walnut
86 066 4013

Pale Wenge
86 066 4010

Walnut Tree
86 066 4015

Chestnut
86 066 3995

Cinnabar
86 066 3998

Indian Cherry
86 066 4003

Silt
86 066 3993

Clay
86 066 3992

Natural Linen
86 066 4005

Tasmanian Oak
86 066 3996

Ochre
86 066 3994

Lime Wash
86 066 4016

Chalk
86 066 3990

Ivory
86 066 3991

Sand
86 066 4018



EARTH STAIN FLOOR PREPARATION

New Timber

Make sure the timber is at the correct moisture 
content and the flooring is left in the room to adjust 
to the temperature. Start the sanding process and 
use the sand dust mixed with Mylands Joint Filler to 
fill any cracks or holes. New timber should be sanded, 
by machine to make sure the surface is totally flat and 
free from contamination.

To achieve a deeper, darker colour on oak and other 
hardwood timbers, sand with 80 grade, by machine. 
For lighter more even colour, on oak, hardwoods and 
softwood, sand to 120 grade. If you want to achieve 
a very light even colour, then sand to even finer grades 
in the direction of the natural wood grain. Experiment 
with an off cut of the timber, applying the stain and 
then the finish before attempting the main floor. 
Vacuum the floor between each sanding operation; 
make sure the floor is thoroughly clean before the 
first coat of Mylands Earth Stain. 

Previously Lacquered and Oiled Floors

Mechanically sand the floor thoroughly, using a 
contractor or by hiring the correct floor sanding 
equipment. Remove all traces of the previous coatings, 
sanding to between 80-120 (see the guide above). 
Ensure the surface is clean and dry and remove all 
sanding dust. If you have no samples of the floor, 
experiment with the Earth Stain and your chosen 
finish, in a discreet area of the floor (corner or inside 
a cupboard) to check you are happy with the colour 
before attempting. Timber is a natural product 
and many species of oak can look different 
when stained.

Application

Earth Stains can be 
applied by rag or brush 
and “rag off” on bare wood. 
With 20 colours to choose 
from, the stains can be 
inter-mixed to give you 
the precise shade you 
require. Earth Stains have 
been formulated on selected 
solvents and are both light 
fast and non-grain raising.

Coverage

10–12 m² per litre 
dependent upon surface 
and application.

Sizes: 1L, 5L.

Optional Finishes

The Earth Stains are not 
a finish in their own right, 
therefore they must be sealed. 
The recommended finishes are:

Flooring – Mylac, Matt, Satin 
or Gloss; Mylac Extra, Matt or 
Satin Matt, Earth Oil Natural.

Furniture – Water-based, 
Cellulose, Single and 
Two Pack Polyurethane, 
Pre-Catalysed and A/C 
Lacquers; Shellac and Wax.

Equipment Cleaning

Earth Stain Thinners.
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Washed Umber
86 066 4011

Burnt Oak
86 066 4014

Brown Earth
86 066 4007

Black Basalt
86 066 4012



ITEM SIZE CODE

Mylac Extra Matt 4.5L 32 501 0010

Mylac Extra Satin Matt 4.5L 32 501 0030

Mylac Extra Hardener 500ml 32 502 0000

Mylac Matt 5L 12 750 7014

ITEM SIZE CODE

Mylac Satin 5L 12 750 7012

Mylac Gloss 5L 12 750 7010

Mylac Natural 5L 12 755 7020

Mylands Joint Filler 1L & 5L 29 855 0005

MYLAC LACQUERS

Mylac (Matt, Satin & Gloss)

A high quality, single pack water-based floor lacquer, 
based on 100% Polyurethane resin, quick drying and 
suitable for domestic and some commercial applications. 
Mylac is available in Matt, Satin and Gloss finishes.

Mylac Natural (Matt)

A single component water-based lacquer exhibiting the 
properties expected from most two pack systems. Mylac 
Natural gives excellent durability and chemical resistance 
while preserving the true nature of your wooden floors.

Mylac Extra (Satin Matt & Matt)

Suitable for high traffic areas, this 2 pack water-based 
polyurethane sealer/lacquer is suitable for domestic and 
commercial wooden floors. Mix 10:1 with Hardener prior 
to use. Only mix the amount of lacquer you are going to 
use. Allow bubbles to leave lacquer before applying. 
Stir the lacquer for at least 1 minute. Allow mixed product 
to stand for at least 5 minutes before using. Use within 
2 hours of mixing. The lacquer may require thinning with 
up to 5% water, depending upon application method. 
Do not use in areas of high humidity or condensation.

SHELLAC BARRIER SEAL FOR FLOORS

Manufactured at our London site, Mylands Shellac Barrier Seal 
for floors is a quick drying primer that adds extra depth to 
subsequent coats, particularly water-based coatings and 
is ideal for new floors. When used as a sealer on resanded 
old floors, Shellac Barrier Seal stops any residue wax 
contaminating the water-based floor lacquers. Shellac Barrier 
Seal is also used as a sealer between Mylac Floor Lacquers 
and other stains such as Nitrostain, Non-Fade and Water Stains. 
Many contractors thin this product with methylated spirits up 
to 40% before application. One application is sufficient.

Seals & Lacquers

Application: Brush or roller.

Coverage: 10 – 12 m² per litre.

Drying Time: 15 – 20 minutes touch dry.

Thinners: Methylated spirits.

Cleaning Fluid: Methylated spirits.

Application Tool

Short pile roller, brush or 
lamb’s wool mops applicator. 
Light traffic: 2 coats; 
Normal traffic: 3 coats; 
Heavy traffic: 4 coats.

Coverage

8 – 12 m² per litre 
dependent upon surface 
and application.

Maintenance

Vacuum clean or wipe with 
damp cloth or mop. Do not 
over-wet the floor. If after a 
period of time, the floor starts 
to show signs of wear, a further 
coat of lacquer can be applied 
after preparation as detailed 
above. Floors can be polished 
if desired.

Drying Time

3 – 4 hours between coats. 
(20°C and 60% RH).

The finished floor will take normal 
foot traffic after overnight drying 
but may remain susceptible to 
marking by furniture, carpets, 
rugs etc until fully cured 
approximately 3 days after 
finishing. Drying times will be 
extended under conditions of 
low temperature or high humidity.

Cleaning Equipment

Tools, brushes etc may 
be cleaned using water 
containing a small amount 
of detergent. Allow residue 
materials to dry in a waste 
container before disposing.

Health & Safety

Refer to Health & Safety Data 
Sheet for individual products.

ITEM SIZE CODE

Shellac Barrier Seal for Floors 5L 05 774 9124
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MYLAC FLOOR PREPARATION

New Timber

New timber should be sanded to make sure the 
surface is totally flat and free from contamination. 
Make sure the timber is at the correct moisture 
content and the flooring is left in the room to adjust 
to the temperature. Start the sanding process and 
use the sand dust mixed with Mylands Joint Filler 
to fill any cracks or holes. Serious indentations may 
require using 40 grade abrasive paper to level the 
surface (solid floors only) then finish sanding with 
120 grade. Vacuum the floor between each sanding 
operation; make sure the floor is thoroughly clean 
before the first coat of Mylac is applied.

Mylac Over Previously Finished Floors

If the finish has broken down to the point where the 
timber is exposed or is very thin, we recommend that the 
floor is mechanically sanded, back to the wood, through 
the grades. If the previous coating is sound and you know 
that you are over coating a water-based floor seal or 
lacquer, then sand thoroughly using 220 grade abrasive 
papers. If a wax has been used on the surface, then 
consult Mylands technical department. The wax needs 
to be removed first. Ensure the surface is clean and dry 
and remove all sanding dust. We suggest that you try 
a small test area to check the adhesion of the lacquer.

Previously Oiled Floors

To apply Mylac over oiled floors the surface needs to 
be sanded back to the bare wood. Apply one coat of 
Mylands Shellac Barrier Seal for Floors. Let it dry for 4 
hours, lightly abrade the surface and apply Mylac over it. 
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The colours presented in this catalogue are a true likeness of the 
original wood samples; however some variation may occur due 
to catalogue printing processes. 

We would recommend testing colours on a small sample area 
to demonstrate the actual colour on the timber, as colours may 
vary on different wood varieties.

COLOUR DISCLAIMER



JOHN MYLAND LTD 
26 Rothschild Street, London SE27 0HQ

Tel: +44 (0)20 8670 9161 
Fax: +44 (0)20 8761 5700 

E-mail: sales@mylands.co.uk

www.mylands.co.uk

ABOUT MYLANDS

Mylands has been manufacturing quality interior 
and exterior paints and polishes since 1884, and 
is proud to be the oldest British paint manufacturer 
still owned and managed by the founding family.

As a family business, trading for many years, 
we pride ourselves on the highest standards of 
quality and delivery that have made us the best 
kept secret of leading interior designers and 
scenic artists to film, television and theatre.

From our premises in Lambeth, we are the last 
manufacturer of decoration coatings based in the 
London area, and we still use original, time-honoured 
techniques to produce our paints. We developed 
our emulsions in the 1950s and have only ever used 
the highest quality resins and pigments. All of our 
water-based products are totally environmentally 
friendly, and we are one of the last manufacturers 
to still use natural earth pigments in many of our 
paints. In all Mylands paint and finishes we have 
consistently maintained the quality of our products, 
by selecting from the finest raw materials available.




